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case of Colombia versus the United States, above men- 
tioned, is a striking example. Our honor, it was affirmed, 
was touched by the very implication that we perhaps 
had done wrong ! And that reply came from a nation 
that had been guilty of centuries of wrong to Indians 
and Negroes, and had waged the iniquitous Mexican 
and Philippine wars! By all means let us strive and 
pray for peace founded on righteousness — not on self- 
righteousness. 

New Haven, Conn. 



Manifesto of the German Peace Society 

to the Members of the Reichstag 

and the Friends of Peace 

in General. 

The Imperial government is demanding five hundred 
millions of marks in new taxes. In view of the increased 
cost of provisions and of living in general, — a result of 
the increased tariff duties, — the German people cannot 
take upon them this new burden. The taxes exacted by 
the municipality and by the state are heavy, almost over- 
whelming, and an increase of these, already determined 
upon in Prussia, is in preparation in the other states. 

Thousands of citizens are obliged to struggle hard for 
their existence, so that everywhere a powerful opposition 
is manifesting itself against the new projects of taxation. 
The opposition is the same, whether it is a question of 
taxes on inheritances or on fortunes, on wine, beer, gas, 
electricity or advertisements in the papers. 

We therefore pray the deputies in the Reichstag to 
refuse, for the moment, the proposed financial scheme, 
for the necessity of such large taxes has not yet been 
sufficiently demonstrated. So far, the granting of new 
credits has almost always been made to the detriment of 
the German people, and has served only to increase the 
military and naval budgets. 

In 1897 these expenses had already reached the enor- 
mous sum of 585,000,000 (marks) for the army of the 
empire, 117,000,000 for the navy and 58,000,000 for the 
imperial pensions; in all, 760,000,000. To-day the ex- 
penditures for the army are 774,000,000, those for the 
navy 301,000,000, those for pensions 115,000,000 ; in all, 
1,190,000,000. The budget has therefore, in eleven 
years, increased 130,000,000. Outside of this burdensome 
increase of the taxes, we have to our charge a consider- 
able imperial debt which is essentially unproductive. 

Articles of food and homesteads are burdened with 
formidable taxes. The price of grain has increased about 
fifty marks a "ton " as a result of the tariff duties, which, 
added to the increased cost of other articles of food, 
makes an increase of seventy marks per family per year. 
But the taxes are also very high on homesteads. The 
acquisition of a piece of ground and a building is, under 
various forms of tax, burdened to the extent of two per 
cent ; and since in hundreds of thousands of cases the 
purchaser, by reason of his small fortune, even if he 
spends practically the whole of it on the purchase, can 
raise only a fifth or sixth part of the purchase money, the 
burden of tax falling upon him rises often to ten per cent, 
of what he is worth. Nearly all direct taxes fall upon 
the homestead ; so that in South Germany the municipal 
taxes in very many cases are from four to six times as 



much as the state taxes. The greater part also of the 
income tax must be borne by the property revenue. This 
condition extends to the small peasant holders and to 
the small and middle-class artisans, while in North Ger- 
many such great additions to the state income tax must 
be raised for the municipal needs that in many places 
these latter are twice as much as the former or more. 

Under these circumstances, the resistance to further 
enormous taxes is as comprehensible as it is justified. 
We must find another means for remedying our condi- 
tions, namely, a material reduction of expenditures. This 
will be possible in many ways, most of all in the military 
and naval expenses. Here hundreds of millions may be 
saved. 

A war among the great civilized European States has 
now become almost an impossibility. More than thirty- 
four millions of our population must at the present time 
live from industry, trade and commerce. For these the 
undisturbed importation of the means of existence and 
of raw materials, possible only in time of peace, and the 
exportation of manufactured goods to all parts of the 
world, which can only be carried on adequately in time 
of peace, have become an absolute necessity. A war, 
which would not only take from us these possibilities of 
gain, but also impose upon us immeasurable sacrifices in 
blood and treasure, would of necessity bring us into a 
frightful state of impoverishment, the result of which 
would almost inevitably be revolution among the suffer- 
ing masses and complete collapse in every direction. 

Similar conditions exist also in England, where multi- 
tudes of men can find no remunerative labor, because the 
opening up of new business enterprises is greatly ham- 
pered by the prevailing political mistrust and the bur- 
dens of armaments. France also is in pressing need of 
quiet. The French workingmen, the peasants and like- 
wise the well-to-do classes of the citizens are for the 
most part opposed to any European war, and they know 
how to make their wish felt. There is no longer a Na- 
poleon or a Louis there, who could bring on a war even 
against the will of the people. Austria and Italy like- 
wise need peace for the healing of their manifold wounds, 
and this is particularly the case with Russia. 

Under such circumstances the conclusions to which 
all this leads must be made clear. A mutual understand- 
ing for the reduction of army and navy expenditures has 
become an urgent necessity, and the carrying of this out, 
at least in its beginnings, is possible without delay this 
very year, although a substantial and progressive reduc- 
tion of the expenditures would require several years. 

We therefore urgently request the members of the 
Reichstag not only not to undertake to put into effect 
the proposed increase of taxes, but to make a strong 
effort to induce the imperial government to issue imme- 
diately to the other powers an invitation to a Conference 
on Disarmament. Where there is a will, there is a way. 
We beg all statesmen in Germany, and especially all who 
have the interest of our nation truly at heart, to declare 
themselves in this sense ; and not less do we entreat all 
friends of peace throughout Europe to bring their influ- 
ence to bear to the same end upon all the important 
governments and parliaments. If the armies and the 
navies could be, by such cooperation, reduced one half, 
they would still be larger than is necessary for all legiti- 
mate purposes. May the world at large be freed from 
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this crushing nightmare, and thereby strength be ac- 
quired for the accomplishment of still greater tasks of 
civilization ! 

All those who shall aid in the accomplishment of this 
work will receive the blessing of millions of men of all 
nations. 

Stuttgart, 3 A Wachterstrasse. 



The Peace Society of the City of 
New York. 

The Great Musical Festival. 

BY WILLIAM H. SHORT, EXECUTIVE SECEETAEY. 

On Wednesday evening, March 24, the members and 
friends of the Society, numbering over a thousand people, 
met at Carnegie Hall to celebrate the present condition 
of world peace in a musical festival of an international 
nature. Carnegie Hall was decorated from floor to ceil- 
ing with the flags of all nations, and never in the history 
of the building has it been done so beautifully and so 
well. The representatives of sixteen different nations 
had been invited to sit in boxes appropriately decorated 
with their national flags and insignia, and all were pres- 
ent either in the person of the Ambassador, Consul- 
General or Legation Attaches. 

The festival was given under the patronage of President 
and Mrs. Taft, Governor and Mrs. Hughes, Mayor and 
Mrs. McClellan, and a score or more of the most promi- 
nent private citizens in New York. It was almost en- 
tirely musical in character, the only exception being two 
brief speeches. The stage arrangement was especially 
effective. To the front sat the two speakers of the 
evening, His Excellency, Wu Ting Fang, Minister from 
China, and Mr. Andrew Carnegie, and on either side men 
prominent in the peace movement. Back of these were 
the members of a Japanese choral society in native cos- 
tume. Next to them sat thirty Russian singers in bright- 
hued peasant attire. Behind these were banked twice 
as many Austrians in the picturesque costume of the 
Tyrol. The well-known German Arion Society occupied 
the left of the stage, and the Swedish and Norwegian 
Glee Clubs were well to the centre, with the Festival 
Quartet, which represented Italy, and a special quartet 
for Great Britain. France, Holland and the United States 
were also finely represented in the musical program. 

Mr. Carnegie's speech was notable for a severe arraign- 
ment of the present government in England, which, he 
said, had revived the war spirit and had started the 
civilized nations arming to the teeth by its policy of 
building Dreadnoughts. He nevertheless indorsed the 
plan of Admiral Goodrich for an Anglo-American naval 
alliance to maintain peace in the Atlantic and Pacific. 
He expressed the hope that the dawn of universal peace 
and international arbitration was not far off. 

He said further : " Sixteen nations are here to-night, 
which we cordially welcome — many of the European 
nations, and even far-off China, that most peaceable of 
all peoples, and our sister republic of Mexico, ally in all 
things pertaining to peace. We welcome one and all. 

" It would be a blessed day for the world if those who 
make the quarrels were the only ones to fight. As a 
class they are noted for preferring substitutes." 

Continuing, Mr. Carnegie said : " We are preserving 
the peace of the Western Hemisphere with the friendly 



offices of Mexico, and this is the germ which is to develop 
and finally to secure the peace of the world, because we 
shall extend that idea. ' 

"Another illustration of what this Western Hemisphere 
is doing in the way of peace: Five Central American 
Republics met in Washington and resolved that they 
would found a Supreme Court for the adjustment of any 
question that ever arose between them, and this very 
morning, — I meant to bring the document with me and 
show it to you, — this very morning I received the news 
that the contract for the temple of peace has been let. 

" Secretary Root, who was in charge of foreign affairs, 
during his term of office, negotiated twenty-three treaties 
by which troublesome disputes are all to be arbitrated. 
When a master mind like Secretary Root's, with the 
support of one of the most thoroughgoing and energetic 
Presidents, sets out from love of peace to obtain it by 
peaceful measures, it is astonishing how he triumphs. 

" Be of good cheer ! No great cause is making such 
rapid progress as that of the peaceful arbitration of inter- 
national disputes. There are those present to-night who 
will live to see war discarded by civilized nations. Just 
as in our own generation slavery, man-owning, has passed 
away, so are the youth of to-day to see man-killing no 
longer disgracing civilization. Be of good cheer! All 
goes well ! Men are soon to beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks and learn 
war no more." 

Wu Ting- Fang spoke of the respect his nation, which, 
he said, was distinctly a nation of peace, had for this 
nation, but he did not altogether oppose himself to heavy, 
armament, which, he said, was not dangerous in the hands 
of just nations. He, too, praised the arbitration treaties 
and spoke of his pleasure in arranging such a treaty last 
year between this nation and China. 

" Prepare for war to prevent war is a stock argument. 
Many of you may believe in it, and I don't altogether 
differ with you. Yet it is a double-edged argument. A 
great armament with a just nation is good perhaps ; but 
the danger is that a strong power may be tempted to 
abuse her strength. Big armaments are dangerous. 
Your men are men of high honor; you would not go 
rashly to war. We have absolute confidence in you as a 
people. Yet with you a big armament might be bad be- 
cause of the great moral influence you wield. 

" Your nation has brought others to join with it in 
arbitration treaties in certain classes of disputes. Your 
nation was the first to take that step ; it is in the right 
direction. When China heard of this she was quick to 
follow. Last year I had the great pleasure of negotiat- 
ing a treaty of this kind — a treaty now ratified by both 
governments, and I hope the final papers will 'soon be 
exchanged. 

" An ancient Chinese philosopher laid down the prin- 
ciple that conquest by force was not true and permanent 
— that conquest by justice and kindness was best. We 
still observe that principle ; it is traditional." 

The day following the festival one of the leading New 
York dailies, in an editorial commenting on the occasion, 
said : 

" ' Universal peace is a dream, and not even a beautiful 
dream,' said Germany's great war captain, Von Moltke, 
years ago. « There are those present to-night who will 
live to see war discarded by civilized nations,' said the 



